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When I was a Town Councilman in Huntington, I realized the importance of Long Island Sound
as an environmental treasure and an economic development resource. When I was appointed
by Speaker Nancy Pelosi to the House Appropriations Committee in Washington, I promised to
fight against the Administration's drastic cuts to the Sound's budget.

  

This month, the House is scheduled to vote on the Interior Appropriations Bill. The bill contains
$10 million for the Sound -- an increase of $9.5 million over the Administration's paltry request
of $467,000 and an increase of $8.6 million over last year's budget.

  

I submitted and successfully fought for this increase because the Sound is important to our
community and our country. Eight million people live in the Sound’s watershed and 20 million
Americans live within 50 miles of its shores. It generates an estimated $5 billion in regional
economic activity.

  

The Sound has a rich heritage and is home to a fragile ecosystem. In 1776, Nathan Hale
crossed the Sound to spy on the British and gain intelligence during the Revolutionary War.
Generations of families have plied the waters of the Sound and contributed to the Sound’s long
history of shellfishing. That proud industry has been reduced to a trickle. Only a shared
commitment by Washington and our community will help revive it.

  

Now that I am on the Appropriations Committee, we will reverse the Administration's neglect of
Long Island Sound. The $10 million appropriation is a terrific start. But we have work to do.
Whether the entire $10 million survives a vote in the Senate remains to be seen. I know that
Senators Schumer and Clinton will fight hard to protect it.

  

But it may be for naught. The President has threatened to veto the entire bill, arguing that it's
too expensive. It's absurd to me that the same crowd that plowed money to Halliburton in no bid
contracts to rebuild Iraq's environment has the audacity to argue that restoring Long Island
Sound is unaffordable.
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As Co-Chair of the bipartisan Long Island Sound Congressional Caucus, I will continue to lead
the fight to protect this vital resource. Toward that end, I am organizing a "State Of The Sound"
Congressional Task Force. This task force will undertake a grassroots, integrated assessment
of a broad range of conditions in the Sound. To join, please call my office at 631-951-2210.

  

Again, securing $10 million for Long Island Sound is just the start. For too long this natural
resource has been underfunded and shortchanged by Washington. It will take continued focus
and investment to turn the tides of the Sound.

  

I worked to do that in Huntington, and I'll keep working to do it in Washington!
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